
GIVING THANKS @ THANKSGIVING 
To say that 2020 has been an unusual year would be something of an understatement.  Few of us 
would have ever imagined that our lives could change so significantly, and in such a relatively 
short space of time.  There is not a single aspect of our lives which has not been impacted by the 
COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic, and there are very few of us who have not been directly 
affected.  We have all had to embrace a ‘new normal’.  The implication of that phrase is clear…
things are not likely to return to the way they once were. 
However, while there is much that we have lost, there is also much that we have gained.  Not least 
of which is an appreciation for the really important things in life, such as family, friends, and faith.  
While so much has been stripped away from us, it has been really encouraging to see our Church 
family truly living out Jesus’ call to love our neighbours.  There have been so many good news 
stories (sadly, these don’t seem to catch the attention of the main-stream media).  This has been 
particularly evident through the ministry of our Food Bank (Basics Bank) and our partnership with 
Edinburgh City Mission.  The demand for food increased significantly at the height of the 
lockdown, but so too did the donations of food.  The local community certainly rose to the 
occasion, and have continued to do so.  Whether they acknowledge it or not, even the most 
staunch ‘non-church’ folks have demonstrated the generosity and hospitality described by Jesus in 
Matthew 25. 
As a worshipping people we have also had to embrace new technologies and new ways of being 
together while unable to actually be together.  The weekly ZOOM Cuppa and Chat with the 
minister, this Newsletter, the online worship services, the HERE-TO-HELP ministry, the 
TELEPHONE-CARE ministry, have shown us that our worship and ministry can extend beyond the 
four-walls of the church building.  In fact, if anything, they have shown us just how much the four-
walls can actually constrain and restrict worship and ministry.   We have been forced to be 
imaginative and innovative, and we have all had to learn new skills (especially how to use 
ZOOM!).  Ironically, the number of folks hearing and seeing the minister’s services and sermons 
each week has increased beyond what would have been our normal attendance at church pre-
lockdown.  We are reaching people, who, through ill-health, age or infirmity have had to ‘self-
isolate’ for years.  Even those who would not normally ‘darken the doors’ of a local church have 
been accessing our online services. 
We are also incredibly thankful that we have been able to recommence in-person worship services 
on a Sunday morning at 10:00am and 11:00am (remember to book your seat in advance).  The 
current guidelines for the safe-opening of places of worship means that our seating capacity is 
limited, but over the past four weeks our attendances have averaged 35 people per week.  This 
represents about 2/3rds of our normal attendance pre-lockdown.  We are still not permitted to 
engage in corporate singing, but this has not stopped us learning new songs as they’re played on 
our new large TV screen (thank you to the anonymous donor for this amazing gift). 
So, we say THANK YOU, for the incredible ways in which each of us is continuing to respond to 
the COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic, and on Sunday, October 11 you invited to express your 
own THANKSGIVING in a tangible way by helping us to alleviate the financial impact that 
COVID-19 has had on Wilson Memorial Church. 

CATCH IT 
Germs spread easily.  
Always carry a tissue 

and use it to catch 
your cough or sneeze 

BIN IT 
Germs can live for  

several hours on tissues, 
so put it in the bin as 

soon as possible

KILL IT 
Wash your hands 

properly for 20 
seconds, and  

wash them often
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WE NEED YOUR HELP 
With the suspension of in-person worship services and other activities for almost six months, 
COVID-19 Coronavirus has had a significant impact on our Church’s income and financial 
resources.  While we are incredibly grateful to everyone who has continued to send offerings by 
post, or through electronic banking, our offerings for 2020 so far are approximately at the level of 
60% of where we would normally be at this time.  In contrast, however, our expenditures have not 
decreased at the same level, primarily due to the fixed nature of a substantial proportion of our 
ministry costs (stipend, council tax, building insurance, denominational commitments, etc.)  As a 
consequence, so far this year, we are operating with a deficit in excess of £8,000.00.  If this figure 
is projected to the end of the year, at the present rate of offerings, it is very likely that we shall face 
a shortfall of £14,000.00.  In addition to this, there are the usual ongoing costs of keeping the 
building wind and water tight, and the inevitable essential building repairs.  For example, over the 
past 10 years, we have spent on average almost £10,000.00 each year on essential repairs.  At 
the time of writing, we are anticipating planned essential repair work to cost in excess of 
£2,000.00, which means that we could be facing an overall shortfall of £16,000.00 this year.  When 
we factor in the uncertainty caused by the increase in the number of new infections and the 
likelihood of further lockdown restrictions, the situation may be even worse than anticipated. 
We need your help to bridge the gap, either by making a special gift or by increasing your regular 
offering…or both. 
There are several ways you can do this: 

Through the Freewill and Open Offering made in person at worship each Sunday 
By posting a cheque (please DO NOT send cash) to our treasurer, payable to:  

‘Portobello United Free Church, Wilson Memorial’ 
By electronic deposit to the Church bank account: 

Sort Code: 83-19-23 
Account Number: 00243859 
Reference: Use your Freewill offering number and your surname 

By Standing Order for regular offerings and/or donations 
By making use of Gift Aid if you are a tax payer 

THANK YOU 
In the midst of uncertain days and the rapidly changing world that is being shaped daily, even 
hourly, by COVID-19, some things remain unchanged.  Our Lord is still the provider of all we need.  
No matter what our circumstances, what a great comfort it is to know that our Lord promises ‘to 
never leave or forsake us’ (Hebrews 13: 5).  While the days ahead may seem uncertain to us, they 
bring no surprises to our Lord.  

Yours in Christ, 

George Smith  Donald George  Scott Vance  Rev. Mike  
Clerk to the Session  Clerk to the Board  Treasurer  Minister


“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father through 

Him.” (Colossians 3: 17)
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