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TOWARDS REOPENING - STAGES 2 AND 3
On July 4 we opened our Church doors for private prayer, quiet reflection, and silent meditation. Since
then, we have been open twice a week on Wednesday and Saturday between 10:00am and 11:30am. We
have not been overwhelmed with visitors to date, but it has proven to be a very meaningful experience for
those that have come, offering a place of peace and assurance in a time of considerable anxiety and
uncertainty. We would also like to express sincere appreciation to our team of volunteers who have helped
to make the opening up for prayer possible…THANK YOU.
As mentioned last week, the KAIROS Team have met to discuss how we might move towards a resumption
of in-person congregational services for worship. The KAIROS Team have given this a great deal of
prayerful thought and consideration, taking into account all of the guidance for the safe use of places of
worship which was published by the Scottish Government on July 14. We had in fact already fulfilled some
of the guidance in anticipation of our opening for private prayer on July 4. The KAIROS Team share your
desire to be able to meet together in-person for worship as soon as possible, but is also very aware that
given the unpredictable nature of the COVID-19 coronavirus, it would be most unwise to proceed with
undue haste. Therefore, the KAIROS Team recommended to the Session, that we continue with a staged
return. The Session was unanimous in its approval of the recommendations presented to them by the
KAIROS Team, and are as follows:
Stage 1 was the opening of our Church for private prayer, quiet reflection, and silent meditation, which will
continue until the end of July.
Stage 2 will be begin on Saturday, August 1 and end on Saturday, August 29. We will continue to open
the Church on Wednesday and Saturday of each week during the month of August. The times of opening,
however, will change, as will the focus. Each hour will include two short times for private prayer etc., as
well as a short service of worship led by Rev. Mike. The same service of worship will be held on
Wednesday and Saturday, as well as being posted on YouTube, our Website, and as a Podcast for viewing/
listening on Sunday. The time-table for each hour is as follows:
10:00am - 10:15am Private prayer, quiet reflection, and silent meditation.
10:15am - 10:45am Short service of worship.
10:45am - 11:00am Private prayer, quiet reflection, and silent meditation.
During Stage 2, Rev. Mike will continue to record and post a video of the service, as well as emailing/
posting out the Order of Worship.
Stage 3 will begin on Sunday, September 6. The twice weekly opening of the Church on Wednesday and
Saturday will cease, and the Church will be open on each Sunday, beginning on Sunday, September 6, for
a Service of Worship. The details are still being considered and worked out, but as of writing, the intention
would be to hold two (2) services each Sunday, one at 10:00am and the other at 11:00am. Each Service of
Worship will last approximately 30-40 minutes, to allow time for folks to leave/arrive in an appropriately safe
and physically distanced manner. You will have to book ahead (whoever thought they would see the day
that you had to book a seat for Church!), as seating is limited to 20 (to ensure compliance with the current
physical distancing guidelines). The video/audio recordings of the Service of Worship will continue to be
made available online, and by post for those without internet access. More details of Stage 3 will be
provided over the next few weeks.
We appreciate that all of this is very new and different for all of us, but we believe that this is the best and
safest way to proceed. We also believe that it is also the best way to ensure that none of our Church
Family are excluded, as we have to acknowledge that even though some of the rules around self-isolating
and shielding may have changed, many of our Church Family will either not be able to attend, or will be
anxious about doing so. Thank you for your continued prayer and patience.

CATCH IT
Germs spread easily.
Always carry a tissue
and use it to catch
your cough or sneeze

BIN IT
Germs can live for
several hours on tissues,
so put it in the bin as
soon as possible

KILL IT
Wash your hands
properly for 20
seconds, and
wash them often

OPENING HOURS FOR INDIVIDUAL PRAYER: JULY
Saturday, July 25 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
George Smith
Sheila Ross

Wednesday, July 29 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
Gillian Reid
Catrina Grieve

QUIZ NIGHT
The QUIZ NIGHT is scheduled for Friday, July 31 at 7:00pm. So, dust off your thinking-caps and come join
in the fun!

DUNBLANE EVENT CANCELLED, BUT “UNLOCKED”
The Christian Education and Evangelism Committee of the General Assembly reluctantly cancelled the
2020 Dunblane Event due to the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis. However, the Planning Group have
organised an ‘on-line’ event, called ‘UNLOCKED’, which is scheduled to take place on August 29, 2020
between 10:30am and Noon, via ZOOM. The ‘UNLOCKED’ Event will include stories from five different
congregations (sadly, Wilson Memorial Church isn’t one of them!) about how they have rose to the
challenges of lockdown. Music will be provided by Ian Watson (Praise Gathering) and the Youth Group
from Darnley United Free Church of Scotland. The EVENT is free, but registration is required. Further
details will be made available in August.

THANK YOU MORRISONS
There is barely a day goes by when we do not receive donations to our Food Bank,
and recently our local Morrison’s store has begun to contribute. This picture shows
just a few of the 24 bags of groceries we recently received from them. This is the
second such donation we have received and it is helping to make a huge difference to
the lives of many individuals and families in our community.
We have seen a considerable increase in the number of referrals to our Food Bank,
due in no small part to the COVID-19 crisis. Many folks, even though furloughed, are
struggling to make ends meet. THANK YOU to all who support our FOOD BANK. We
couldn’t do it without your generosity, nor without the amazing hard work of Gillian,
Sheena, Alice, and Beth who give up their Sunday afternoons to sort through all the
donations. THANK YOU!

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
As we continue to navigate our way out of lockdown and into what inevitably will become a ‘new normal’ for
all of us, the KAIROS Team and the Session at Wilson Memorial Church want to ensure that everything we
do is appropriate and sensitive to the needs, not just of our own Church Family, but also of those who may
yet join us.
To help us as we move forward, we would invite you to begin to think about some of the following
questions, and to email or post your responses to Rev. Mike at 7 Kekewich Avenue, Edinburgh, EH7 6TZ.
You don’t need to indicate who you are if you do not wish to, and your views will only be shared with the
KAIROS Team and the Session.
When the Scottish Government announced that Churches could restart Services of Worship, how did it
make you feel?
What concerns you most about returning to a Service of Worship?
What precautions, if any, do you plan to take when you return to a Service of Worship?
What precautions, if any, do you expect our Church to take for worship gatherings?
Which of the two Services of Worship do you plan attending, if any, and why?
How do you feel the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis has impacted you personally?
How do you feel the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis has impacted Wilson Memorial Church?
How do you feel the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis has impacted society?
How would you rate your emotional, spiritual, and physical well-being at the moment?
Please give some, or all, of these questions your prayerful consideration, and please do share your
thoughts with us…it will help us greatly as we move forward together…better and stronger together.
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