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TOWARDS RE-OPENING - STAGE 1
When we usually think of The Fourth of July it is in regard to the commemoration of the Declaration of
Independence of the United States of America on July 4, 1776.
Independence Day is commonly
associated with fireworks, parades, bbq’s, carnivals, picnics, concerts, baseball games, family reunions and
political speeches.
Well, there were no fireworks, parades, bbq’s etc at Wilson
Memorial Church on this July 4, but it was no less a cause of
celebration of our own independence (of a sort) as we were able to
open the front doors of our Church for the first time since March 15,
which was when we last held a worship service. There was no
service, no sermon, no singing, no offering, but there was prayer,
quite reflection, and silent meditation. The stark image of the
sparsely spaced seating was countered by a single candle lit on the
Communion Table as a symbol of the Light of Christ, and the gentle
sound of classical and sacred music filling the air. It was worship,
but perhaps not quite as we once knew it, but it was incredibly
meaningful to the folks who entered through the doors. You could
see the toll of 15 weeks of self-isolation and social distancing
etched on the faces of some, but each one expressed their sincere
appreciation of all our efforts in working towards this momentous
day.
It is a beginning, and
we will continue to
open the doors for
private prayer, quiet
reflection and silent
meditation every Wednesday and Saturday between
10:00am and 11:30am, until we are able to re-open for
regular worship services. As of writing, we have no date as to
when that might happen, but as has been said before, we will
worship again, but it will not be as we once knew. It will be
different, and it may be so for quiet some time, but whatever
we do it will be good to be able to meet together in-person for
fellowship and worship. In the meantime, we hope to see you
some Wednesday or Saturday.
Here is a reminder of what to expect when you come on Wednesday or Saturday:
You will enter by the East front door (this is the door you usually use to enter the Church).
You will be met by a steward, who will open the door for you.
You will be asked to use the hand sanitiser provided.
You will be asked to provide your name, contact number and email (if you have one) in line with
Scottish Government guidance re: Test and Protect).
You will be asked if you have a face-covering, and offered one if you don’t have one of your own and
would like to wear one.
You will be briefed on the rules.

CATCH IT
Germs spread easily.
Always carry a tissue
and use it to catch
your cough or sneeze

BIN IT
Germs can live for
several hours on tissues,
so put it in the bin as
soon as possible

KILL IT
Wash your hands
properly for 20
seconds, and
wash them often

OPENING HOURS FOR INDIVIDUAL PRAYER: JULY
Saturday, July 11 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
Gillian Reid
Sheila Ross
George Smith
Saturday, July 18 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
Pauline Hannah
Megan Hannah
Vicki Chapman
Saturday, July 25 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
George Smith
Sheila Ross
TBD

Wednesday, July 15 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
Margaret Brown
Catrina Grieve
Sandra Brunton
Wednesday, July 22 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
Angela Vance
Scott Kennaway
Mike Marsden
Wednesday, July 29 @ 10:00am-11:30am
Stewards:
Gillian Reid
Sandra Brunton
Catrina Grieve

QUIZ NIGHT
Dennis Anderson and George Smith have organised another Quiz Night via ZOOM, which is scheduled for
Friday, July 10 @ 7:00pm. You access the Quiz via this ZOOM link:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98693520348?pwd=MUFSUkFWL3BEUWtkWHF5Z0RjQ0pydz09
Meeting ID: 986 9352 0348
Password: 5hTfZV
You don’t have to have appeared on Fifteen-To-One or The Weakest Link to participate!

CHURCH FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
There are a few of our Church Family who are (have) celebrating birthdays this month: Cherry Smith, Linda
Baillie, Alistair Cook (80! - Sorry…it’s too big a celebration to keep secret!), Marion George, Morag Turnbull,
Morag Hosea, and Marion Bailey. HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO EACH ONE OF YOU. (If you have a birthday
this month, but are not mentioned, it is because you’ve kept it a secret from us!).

A REMINDER OF HOW TO KEEP INFORMED AND INVOLVED
WORSHIP:
YouTube
Website
Telephone
Podcast
By Post

-

link is emailed each week (contact Rev. Mike if you are not receiving it)
go to www.wilsonmemorial.org.uk
dial 0131 297 6174 to listen to the sermon
use iTune, Spotify, or Stitcher and search ‘Wilson Memorial Church’
Contact Rev. Mike (details below)

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER:
Website
E-mail
By Post
-

go to www.wilsonmemorial.org.uk
Weekly (contact Rev. Mike if you are not receiving it)
Contact Rev. Mike (details below)

TELEPHONE-CARE MINISTRY:
Everyone in the Church Family receives at least one telephone call each week from one of our Care
Volunteers. Call Margaret Brown for more details (contact details below)
HERE TO HELP MINISTRY:
We have a small group of Volunteers, led by Gillian Reid, who are willing to pick up groceries,
prescriptions, and post letters. Gillian can contacted by email: candlegill@yahoo.com or by phone
on 07896 975206.
WEEKLY CUPPA AND CHAT:
Each week Rev. Mike hosts a Cuppa And Chat (bring your own Cuppa) on ZOOM. A link is sent out
each week via email. If you would like to receive the link via email, please contact Rev. Mike.
WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, TWITTER
Website:
www.wilsonmemorial.org.uk
Facebook:
Search - Wilson Memorial Church
Twitter: @PortobelloUF
MINISTER
Rev. Mike Marsden
0131 574 5594
07958787504
revmike@wilsonmemorial.
org.uk

SESSION CLERK
George Smith
0131 661 4660

TREASURER
Scott Vance
01368 860206

CLERK TO THE BOARD
Donald George
0131 623 3557

CARE COORDINATOR
Margaret Brown
0131 669 2251

george@wmsmith.me.uk

scott.d.vance@gmail.com

donking337@hotmail.com

hughbrown@blueyonder.c
o.uk

