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WHEN WILL WE GET BACK TO CHURCH?
That was a question asked by one of Church family recently. It is probably a question we’ve all been
asking, and especially as we begin to see some relaxing of the current lockdown restrictions. Of course, in
one sense, we have never actually been away from Church. We have continued to worship (albeit in a
different way), to care for one another (Telephone-Care and Here To Help), and to fellowship with one
another (via our weekly ZOOM Cuppa and Chat). However, we all know what the person asking the
question means. We all long to be able to meet together in person and to worship together again. It will
come, but when it does, we will need to move forward with caution.
This means that Church, as we begin to come out of lockdown, may be different for a while. For example,
the layout of the seating may look different in order to accommodate the 2 meter social distancing
requirements. Hand-washing and sanitising will likely be the first thing we do upon entering the building.
We may have to wear face-masks and gloves. Hymns may have to projected on the screen, as it may not
be considered safe to handle the hymn books. We may have to use different doors for entering and exiting
the building. Tea and Coffee will probably not be possible. Attendances may be smaller, as our more
senior members may decide to exercise even greater caution. The offering may have be collected at the
door upon entrance to the sanctuary. Communion will have to be distributed and shared in a different way.
No-one is pretending that any of these things are easy or even desirable, but as someone quite wise once
said, ‘now is not always’.
The COVID-19 coronavirus will eventually be controlled, and hopefully
eradicated. The lockdown restrictions will be eased, and eventually fully lifted. We will worship together
again in the same place. We will be able to care for one another in person. We will share fellowship
together. We will shake hands, embrace, and even kiss one another again. Now is not always, but in the
meantime, we need to continue to be patient, to heed the advice to stay at home, protect the NHS, and to
save lives. We have all had to sacrifice a great deal during this COVID-19 crisis, but if the Church knows
anything, it knows all about sacrifice. What we have been asked to do, and continue to be asked to do,
may come at a cost to ourselves, but it means life for other people. Thank you for standing strong
together.

NEW TELEPHONE DIAL-IN SERMON MINISTRY
Since the lockdown began we have been providing a short worship service and sermon on YouTube. Each
week an Order of Worship with a link to the YouTube video is emailed to our Church family who have an
email address. For those of our Church family who do not have an email address we have been posting
them a copy of the Order of Worship and a transcript of the sermon, along with a copy of this Newsletter.
However, as of NOW anyone who does not have access to the internet can also dial-in to a dedicated
telephone number and hear a recording of the sermon, in addition to continuing to receive the weekly
newsletter and service. The recording will be changed each week in line with the sermons posted on
YouTube. There is a cost to the Church for this service, and so we ask that if you are able to view the
sermons on YouTube or on our Church website, that you continue to do so. This new service is designed
for our non-internet Church family. Thanks to the generosity of an anonymous donor the cost to the Church
for this service has already been paid. There is, however, the cost of a local call to anyone using the
service. However, many of you will have some calls included in your telephone package (if you are unsure,
check with your service provider). We are very excited about this new service, and we hope that it will help
all of our Church family to be able to participate in our Home Church worship.
The service is now LIVE, and can be accessed by calling 0131 297 6174. When you call the number you
will hear an automated greeting of ‘Welcome To Wilson Memorial Church. The latest sermon will play
shortly.’ There will then be a slight pause, after which the recording will begin to play. At the end of the
recording (or when you’ve had enough!), simply hangup.

CATCH IT
Germs spread easily.
Always carry a tissue
and use it to catch
your cough or sneeze

BIN IT
Germs can live for
several hours on tissues,
so put it in the bin as
soon as possible

KILL IT
Wash your hands
properly for 20
seconds, and
wash them often

PENTECOST SUNDAY COMMUNION SERVICE - MAY 31
The Session held an ‘online’ meeting recently via ZOOM (video conference facility), and one of the matters
discussed was that of holding an ‘online’ communion service. We were scheduled to share the Lord’s
Supper together on Easter Sunday, but because of the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis, this was not possible.
Given that we do not know when we will be able to gather together in person, or what restrictions may still
be in place when we do, it was agreed that we hold an ‘online’ celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Sunday,
May 31 at 11:00am. The Session is of the strong opinion that there is nothing in Scripture, or in the
subordinate standards of the Church, that prohibits this, and that in view of current situation it is even more
necessary that we maintain our sense of unity and purpose as a community of faith. Several other
Sessions within our denomination also share this view, and a number of our congregations have already
shared together in an ‘online’ celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
What we propose is this:
• Rev. Mike will record his weekly sermon as usual for use on YouTube, our website, and our new Dial-InSermon service. It is hoped that you will have watched and/or listened to this before the Communion
service, or read it if you receive the sermon script in the post.
• Rev. Mike will conduct a brief celebration of the Lord’s Supper via ZOOM (video conference) and our
Telephone Conference Call facility (details of this are given below). This service will take place at
11:00am on Pentecost Sunday, May 31. An invitation to ZOOM and/or Telephone Conference Call will
be emailed/posted during the week beginning May 25.
• Participants are to prepare, in advance, a cup of juice (preferably grape juice if possible) and a piece of
bread.
In our celebration of the Lord’s Supper we remember that we not only share in the body and blood of Christ,
but that we, as a community of faith, are in fact Christ’s body on earth. Our ability to share in Christ, and to
be Christ in the world, is not limited by time or distance. While it is preferable to be together in one place, it
is not necessary, for as we have proven during these unprecedented times, our lack of physical proximity
has not prevented us from continuing to be the Church. Our unity has been maintained, and indeed has
even deepened, whilst we have been apart, and therefore, our enforced separation does not negate the
efficacy of our sharing together in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Indeed, the sharing of it
together in our own homes is actually closer to the Biblical model than our traditional practices (cf. Acts 2:
42-47, and the sermon of May 3, 2020).

TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALLING
The use of technology has quite literally been a god-send during this COVID-19 crisis. It has enabled us to
remain connected even while apart, through the use of email, video-conferencing, and other online
communications. However, we have been very aware that about a third of our Church family don’t have an
internet connection, and therefore, they have not been able to receive news and updates quickly, or
participate in our weekly Cuppa and Chat via ZOOM. They have been receiving this newsletter and the
sermon by post, but it lacks the immediacy and personal touch that a conversation brings.
So, we have been working hard, and we are delighted to be able to announce that we now have the ability
to hold Telephone Conference Calls. The Session tested this earlier this month, and it worked really well.
The way it works is that you dial the number of the telephone conferencing system, enter a code and then
press the # key on your telephone. You will be asked to say your name, and then you will be connected to
the conference call.
To test the system with a larger number of people, we will be holding a Telephone Conference Call on
Saturday, May 23 at 9:45am. The number to call is 0333 011 0616 (the cost of the call will be dependent
upon your telephone call package), and the code to enter is 169 1827#. This will be a very brief call, as it is
just to test the system.
(N.B. This is not the same as the Dial-In Sermon ministry)

ONE LAST WORD (OR MAYBE TWO)
• Please continue to pray for those within our Church family and beyond who are having to deal with
illness, bereavement, unemployment, loneliness, home-schooling, and increased emotional stress.
• Remember to ‘Clap For Carers’ on Thursday at 8:00pm, and to light your Candle for the National Call To
Prayer every Sunday at 7:00pm
• We are still looking for your Rainbows to fill our church windows.
• Keep the captions coming, and don’t forget to let us know what your doing to keep sane during lockdown.
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