
IS A RETURN TO CHURCH GETTING CLOSER…YES AND NO! 
For many of us the daily Coronavirus Updates from the Scottish Government have become regular viewing.  
At the beginning of the COVID-19 coronavirus the daily statistics of the numbers of new cases and deaths 
from the virus were grim, and as the First Minister is at pains to emphasis every day, the statistics are more 
than numbers, but represent real people and real lives.  As of writing, the total number of confirmed cases 
in Scotland stood at 15,653, and 4000 people have sadly died.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to every 
family who has lost a loved one.  We, as a congregation have lost two members of our Church family to 
COVID-19, and we continue to remember them in prayer. 
Thankfully, the number of cases and deaths is declining, and on May 21 the Scottish Government published 
a document entitled, Scotland’s Route Map Through And Out Of The Crisis (this is available online at 
www.gov.scot/publications).  There is a great deal of helpful information contained within the document, and 
we would advise everyone to obtain a copy.  The route map sets out five phases out of the lockdown.  We 
entered Phase 1 on May 28, which modified some of the restrictions.  For example, it is now permitted to 
meet with one other household, outside and maintaining social distancing measures, and to travel a 
reasonable distance for recreation and exercise.  However, no time-scale has been provided as to how long 
each Phase will last, other than the legal requirement to review the lockdown measures every three weeks.  
This means that the next review will take place on June 18, but there is no guarantee that we will be able to 
move to Phase 2 at that time. 
Of interest to us, of course, is the question of when we might be able to re-open our Church doors.  
According to the Route Map, this will be considered during Phase 2, which states that places of worship 
would be able to open for private prayer with physical distancing and hygiene safeguards.  As previously 
mentioned, no timing as to when this might happen has been given.  However, we have started to think 
about what this might mean for us at Wilson Memorial Church.  As yet, our Denomination has not provided 
any guidelines (and to be quite honest, we don’t expect they will), but a number of other Denominations 
have, and we will be consulting with them to ensure that we are able to put into place the best practice.  It is 
likely that we will endeavour to open the Church for quiet prayer and personal reflection at specific times 
during the week (this would not likely include a Sunday as this could cause some confusion).  These time of 
private prayer would not be services, but self-led.  We will have to ensure that social distancing is 
maintained, which will mean that our present seating arrangement will have to be changed to 
accommodate the current 2 meter physical distancing guidelines.  There will also likely be new signage on 
the walls and the floors, as well as hand-sanitising stations at all the entrances.  We will also need to have 
a team of volunteers to open and close the building, and  ensure that the present social distancing 
measures are adhered to, and that everyone is kept safe. 
In Phase 3 of the Route Map places of worship will be able to open to extended groups subject to physical 
distancing and hygiene standards.  Again, there are no details as to when this might happen, or what is 
meant by extended groups.  It is unlikely, however, that this will mean a full return to what we would 
consider ‘normal’ worship services, and again whatever we do, would be subject to the distancing and 
hygiene regulations in place at the time.  It will not be until Phase 4 that mass gatherings could resume in 
line with public health advice. 
As we consider these Phases, there is a temptation to think that once we reach Phase 4 that everything will 
be back to ‘normal’.  However, we would urge caution, because the reality is that what we once knew as 
‘normal’ may bear absolutely no resemblance to what will almost certainly become what has been 
described as a ‘new normal’.  For example, it is highly likely that the physical distancing measures will need 
to remain in place, and that those of our Church family with significant underlying health conditions may 
also not be able to attend worship, until a vaccine is found.  This means that many of the ‘new’ ministries 
we have established during lockdown will continue, such as the video and audio recordings of the sermons 
online and via the Telephone recording.        
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IS A RETURN TO CHURCH…cont/  
We are also investigating the possibility of being able to ‘live stream’ our worship services (once they 
resume) so that those who are unable to attend, can still participate in worship and our other ministries.  
This will also help us to continue to extend the reach of our worship and ministry beyond the four walls of 
the building.  We already have people from all around the world view the online sermons and our other 
ministries through our website (www.wilsonmemorial.org.uk).  We have also managed to turn the sermon 
audio into podcasts (ask your grandchildren about these!), and these should be available through any 
voice-activated device (eg. Sirri, Alexa, Google, etc.).  However, we are still working on this, so they are not 
yet available (but watch this space). 
The weekly ZOOM Cuppa And Chat has also proved to be very popular, and it has been invaluable in 
helping to maintain a feeling of community and connection.  The technology, and your willingness to 
embrace it, has enabled us to a cuppa and chat together, to play games together, to have breakfast 
together, and even to share in the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper together.  These are just a beginning,   
and they will almost certainly continue post-lockdown, and we hope to add other opportunities for 
community and connection, both by video and telephone.   These are, of course, no substitute for actual 
physical contact, but they can go a long way in helping those who are not able to be physical present, still 
feel part of our community and connected.  They also provide us with a means of reaching out into the 
community, and enabling those who perhaps would never consider stepping over the physical threshold of 
the Church, to experience our community in a safe environment.  
So, perhaps the headline to this article was asking the wrong question, because the truth of the matter is 
that we don’t need to return to Church because we have never ceased being the Church.  There is no 
doubt that COVID-19 has changed our Church, but we believe it has changed it for the better…stronger, 
more agile, broader, and perhaps even more open than ever before.  The Apostle Paul was absolutely right 
when he wrote, ‘And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him.’ (Romans 
8:28).    

OUR CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
Please pray for Elizabeth Morgan has she continues to recover from surgery. 
Please pray for Ann McDonald who is still in hospital. 
Please pray for our Church family who are in care homes, and pray for their families who are unable to visit 
at the moment. 
Please pray for those who continue to mourn the death of loved ones.  Our Church family has lost seven 
dear friends since the beginning of the year: Rae Marshall, Sheila Webber, Ron Brown, Elizabeth Hogg, 
Helen Thomson, Nan King, and Anne Nicol. 
Please pray for Kenny Angus (husband of Susan and son-in-law of Evelyn) as he recovers from a recent 
heart attack. 
Please pray for those members of our Church family who are in the shielding category and will have to wait 
until July 31 to hear of any easing of the restrictions for them. 

THANK YOU 
Thank you to everyone who is helping to keep our Church family connected and healthy during lockdown: 
Telephone care volunteers; Here To Help volunteers; the KAIROS Team (Margaret Brown, Pauline Hannah, 
Mike Marsden, Gillian Reid, and George Smith); Scott and Angela Vance (Treasurer); and to everyone who 
is telephoning and running errands for others.  THANK YOU! 

LISTENING TO THE VOICES OF #BLACKLIVESMATTER  
Along with people all around the world, we have been shocked by the turmoil and anger that has erupted in 
response to the death of George Floyd on May 25 in the United States.  The cry of  #BlackLivesMatter has 
been heard again, and the senseless killing of one more black life lost in such a way has reverberated 
around the world.  To say that #BlackLivesMatter is not to say that other lives don’t matter, but rather serves 
as a sober reminder of the continuing racism and inequality that still exists in our society today.  While we 
cannot condone the violence of a riot, we can understand the frustration of those who feel that their voices 
continue to be unheard.  Let us not become defensive, but rather let us listen to the voices of all who are 
the victims, not just of racism (personal and systemic), but of all inequality and injustice, and let us 
recommit to making justice a reality for all of God’s children, and to truly love our neighbours as we love 
ourselves. 
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