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WOBBLY MOMENTS:
Last week, the Moderator, the Rev. John Fulton, emailed this message to ministers and other leaders in the
Denomination. (You will remember that he visited us last October). I thought I would share it with you.
Have you had any ‘wobbly’ moments recently? With all that is going on it is no surprise that many of us
have times when we struggle a bit in the face of the challenges and uncertainties which impact us all. I find
it very encouraging that when we turn to the Bible the stories are very honest about the ‘heroes of the faith’
having wobbly moments; yet God could still use them, perhaps he could use them all the more after what
they had been through.
For many people this is a difficult and stressful time as they have concerns about the health and wellbeing
of families and friends as well as themselves. For others there is the stress of having to live in a confined
space which can put a strain on relationships, especially those which are already fragile. Then there are
the concerns many have about their businesses and whether they will survive or concern about their jobs
and whether they will still have one to go back to. So we could go on, it is a very difficult time for many and
no surprise that many have those wobbly moments.
For ministers, elders and others within the church there is the real challenge of how best to support people
through this time when face to face contact is impossible. I know that many of you are working very hard to
support others through phone calls, emails, letters etc. and to help them be able to continue to worship,
perhaps using technology you are unfamiliar with, and that all puts added pressure on you, so feel able to
have a wobbly moment if you need one - and take time for yourself and your family but don’t feel guilty
about it.
Immediately after the resurrection it is fair to say the disciples had wobbly moments. Ten of them met
Jesus that Easter evening but they still lived in fear of the forces that were outside the upper room and
there was much of which they were unsure; of course Thomas missed that meeting and was quite clear he
would not believe Jesus was risen until he could see him and touch him. We have treated him rather
harshly by giving the label ‘doubting’ when he was only asking for reasonable evidence that Jesus was
alive. Is it wrong to raise questions and to be honest about how we feel? I hope not! How good it is to
know that we can come to Jesus with our fears, questions and concerns, not allowing them to become a
barrier between us and Him, but acknowledging how we feel and honestly seeking his help. Of course we
can’t see him as Thomas did but we can know his presence, hear his voice as he says ‘Peace be with you’
and have the assurance he is with us and goes ahead of us.

FOR PRAYER
By the time you read this the Interment Service for Ron Brown will have already taken place. Please
continue to remember Ron’s daughter Susan and her family, his son David, and his daughter in law Becki,
in your thoughts and prayers.
Please also continue to pray for Suzanne, daughter of Elizabeth Hogg who died from COVID-19. The
Interment Service for Elizabeth will be taking place next week.
Saying ‘good bye’ to our loved ones is never easy in normal times, but at the moment it is increasingly
difficult because of the COVID-19 restrictions. Pray that those who mourn will be given a sense of peace
and comfort in knowing that their loved ones are safe in the arms of their Lord, and that there will be an
opportunity in the future to celebrate and give thanks to God for their lives.
For the most part, our Church Family seem to be weathering the COVID-19 storm quite well. However, one
our Church Family had a fall recently. Please pray for a speedy recovery. Also, please remember those of
our Church Family who are in hospital and care homes. This is a very worrying time for them, and for their
families.

CATCH IT
Germs spread easily.
Always carry a tissue
and use it to catch
your cough or sneeze

BIN IT
Germs can live for
several hours on tissues,
so put it in the bin as
soon as possible

KILL IT
Wash your hands
properly for 20
seconds, and
wash them often

WE’RE STILL ABLE TO CELEBRATE
A small group of us (we maintained social distancing throughout) gathered outside Mary Carpenter’s front
window, armed with balloons, flowers, cake, banner, and a card. We sang Happy Birthday with great
enthusiasm (out of tune, and to the amusement of passers-by). Mary came to the window, and gave us
what can only be described as a ‘regal’ wave. She had a very wide smile on her face, which warmed out
hearts. She called Rev. Mike to express her sincere appreciation of our small gesture. She said that ‘it was
the best part of the day’. I managed to get a photograph of Mary (again, keeping social distancing) holding
the Birthday Card she had received from the Queen.
In addition, Rev. Mike got caught attaching 50th Wedding Anniversary balloons to the garden gate of
Sandra and Bill Brunton’s home. As he was just about to place the card through the letter-slot, the door
opened and he was greeted by Sandra and Bill, with ‘Oh, I was hoping to keep this quiet’. Although, truth
be told, the smile on their faces said otherwise! Thanks to Margaret Brown for her help in coordinating the
‘surprises’.
Beth Hannah celebrates her birthday on Saturday, April 25 - Happy Birthday!
We have a list of most people’s birthdays, but not everyone has provided us with this information. If you
would like us to share with you in your Birthday celebration, please let us know.
Congratulations also to Marcia Armstrong on the birth of her first great grandchild, Rouri on April 8.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUING FINANCIAL SUPPORT
On Tuesday of this week, the chief economist at the Scottish Government said that COVID-19 and the
current lockdown restrictions are resulting in an economic crisis. This really ought not surprise us, as
COVID-19 is impacting every area of our lives. Employers have furloughed staff. Businesses have closed.
Manufacturing output has plummeted. People are working from home. Funding to charitable institutions
has been hit hard. Food Bank use has increased. There is probably not a single one of us who has not be
financially impacted in some way. Times are difficult for everyone.
Which is why we want to say THANK YOU for your continued financial support. Our ministry and mission
is still continuing, despite the lockdown, and our financial commitments have not lessened. So, thank you,
to those who have switched to giving online. Thank you to those who have sent cheques to our treasurer.
Thank you to those who are continuing to fill your weekly free-will offering envelopes. Thank You. Thank
You. Thank You.

TELEPHONE CARE & HERE TO HELP MINISTRIES
Both of these new ministries have been up and running for several weeks, and we are receiving very
positive feedback about them both. Thank you to all our volunteers for helping to get them established, and
to Margaret Brown and Gillian for overseeing them.
However, we believe that we can do more, and particularly with the Here To Help ministry. You will have
read in the ‘For Prayer’ section above, that one of our senior members fell recently while out shopping, and
ended up in hospital. We know how fearless and independent many of you are, but please do not let your
reluctance to ask and accept help, put yourself in harms way. We have a team of volunteers who are more
than willing to pick up a few messages for you, or collect that prescription you urgently need but which may
take the pharmacy days to deliver, or simply post a letter for you.
So, please let us help. Remember, when you let us bless you, you are actually blessing us. Gillian Reid is
coordinating the Here To Help ministry, and her contact details are: (just in case you’ve misplaced them)
email: candlegill@yahoo.co.uk
phone: 07896975206

KAIROS TEAM
The KAIROS Team of Margaret Brown (Telephone Care), Pauline Hannah (Children/Youth), George Smith
(Clerk), Gillian Reid (Here To Help), and Rev. Mike send you their warmest greetings and continue to pray
that you will all keep safe and stay well.

ONE LAST WORD…
A member of the congregation is struggling with this crossword clue: A flight-less bird from Iceland
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