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Locked Down, But Not Locked Out
The heading Locked Down, But Not Locked Out has a double meaning, and particularly this
Easter Weekend. The world tried to keep Jesus Locked Down, but even death and a heavy
stone across the entrance to His grave, were not enough to keep Him Locked Out. On this
Easter Weekend we celebrate and give thanks that Jesus has broken free, and that He
lives and reigns in the lives of those who love Him. CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS FREE!
We may not be free to gather together for worship and our other regular ministry activities at
the moment, but that does not mean that we are not able to stay connected, or that we are
not busy with new ministries. The old saying that ‘necessity is the mother of invention’ has
certainly become true for us during the COVID-19 coronavirus crisis. As you will know by
now, we have started three new ministries during…Telephone Care…Here To Help…Home
Church…and we fully intend to continue these ministries once we are able to resume our
other regular activities. We hope you are finding these new ministries helpful, and a special
THANK YOU to everyone who has volunteered and worked really hard to make these
happen.

Tuned In, But Not Tuned Out
One of the most exciting (or perhaps daunting) developments has been our use of
technology: online sermons, video meetings, group emails, website, FaceBook. Our online
presence has increased considerably, and THANK YOU to the two Scotts (Vance and
Kenneway) for keeping our website and FaceBook regularly updated. The online sermons
are receiving lots of views (how many different coloured jumpers can I wear before we are
back in church!), and this weekly e-newsletter is also greatly appreciated (we post a copy to
those without email). We have even tried an occasional cuppa and chat by video (I’ll be
trying some more of these, so keep an eye open for the e-invitations). We are also looking
into telephone conferencing, which would enable those who do not have an internet
connection to participate in worship and fellowship.

Giving, But Not Giving Up
Many of you have been contacting Scott Vance, our treasurer, concerned about how you
can continue to support the ministry of the church while we are not able to meet for worship.
There are a number of ways that you can continue to give:
1. Electronic banking - if you have access to internet or phone banking, then this is the
most secure and quickest way to make your offering. The church bank details are: Sort
Code - 83-19-23; Account Number - 00243859. If you are asked for a reference, please
include your freewill offering number and your surname.
2. Cheque - if you don’t have access to the internet, you can send a cheque, made
payable to “Portobello United Free Church, Wilson Memorial”. Cheques can be sent by
post to Scott Vance, 4 Murray Court, Dunbar, EH42 1GN. Please include a note of your
telephone number and freewill envelope number with the cheque. Scott will confirm
receipt.
CATCH IT
Germs spread easily.
Always carry a tissue
and use it to catch
your cough or sneeze
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BIN IT
Germs can live for
several hours on tissues,
so put it in the bin as
soon as possible
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KILL IT
Wash your hands
properly for 20
seconds, and
wash them often
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3. Freewill Envelopes - if you don’t have access to the internet, and don’t feel comfortable
sending a cheque, then please continue to put your offering aside each week, and when
we resume worship in Church, you can place these in the offering plate as normal.
Please do send cash in the post, as this is not secure.
THANK YOU for your continued care and support of our finances.

Events Past, But Not Forgotten
The following are articles that were to have appeared in the Inspire, but given the present
situation, we have not been able to publish them. We share them as a reminder of life at
Wilson Memorial before COVID-19:
85th Anniversary - submitted by Rebecca Brown
When in 1934 the doors of our church building were opened (one of the few Art Deco design
churches) it established a tradition of inspiring ministers, and a church family within a
dedicated congregation.
And so, on Anniversary Sunday, October 20, 2019, our celebrations were augmented by a
visit from the Rev. John Fulton, Moderator of the United Free Church of Scotland, along with
his wife, Margaret. In addition to our talented organist Gordon Dallas, music was also
provided by Paul and Lynda Jordan (son and daughter-in-law of Margaret Jordan). A buffet
lunch and the obligatory cake was served after the service, giving the congregation an
opportunity to meet the moderator.
One of our church members, Gordon Brown, shares his 85th birthday with the
congregation…Yes! 85 years…what an achievement!
Soup Lunches (edited version) - submitted by Pauline Hannah
Our church has a long history of holding fundraising soup lunches. Some of you may
remember our first ‘Souper Saturday’, which took place in the old hall to raise funds for a
new hall…these were continued for several years to help raise funds for the Sunday School
Easter Scheme.
As the number of our children has declined several church members have stepped in to
provide soup. Who can forget Sheila Webber’s famous broccoli and cauliflower cheese
soup! This year, in support of Beth Hannah’s trip to Malawi, we began to hold monthly soups
lunches following the service. These proved so popular that we now run them every month
in support of our various mission partners. We thank all of the donors of the delicious soup
each month, and for the congregations continued financial support.
Meet The Elders For Afternoon Tea - submitted by Ian Ramsay
On Friday, February 7, 2020, a number of the new members of the congregation were invited
for Afternoon Tea by the elders. Margaret Brown and Patsy Cook were the host elders.
Some 20 of us attended, and Rev. Mike welcomed all present and asked each person to
introduce themselves and tell us all something about themselves that others would not know.
The tea, sandwiches, and cakes were enjoyed by all of us.
Bible Study - submitted by Helen Krautlein
I went to the Bible study not knowing what to expect. Though I had been a church member
for a long time, I only went to church services. Through the Bible Study I have learned more
about the Bible, and by listening to others about their understanding, I have gained insight
into other points of view. Often it has been a view I have never even considered before…I
hope this encourages others to come and see for themselves…and it’s lovely and warm in
the wee hall!

For Prayer:
Pray for the Prime Minister, Boris Johnston as he recovers in hospital.
Pray for family members of the congregation affected by the COVID-19 coronavirus.
Pray for all health care providers, both NHS and other, and for all essential workers.
Pray that we will all remain strong and healthy.
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